[Temporal lobe epilepsy--psychiatric aspects and surgical treatment].
The prevalences and types of psychiatric disorders connected with temporal lobe epilepsy and surgical treatment hereof are discussed. Studies comparing psychiatric morbidity among surgically treated patients and less selected groups of patients with epilepsy, respectively, are desired. Previous follow-up studies of patients undergoing temporal lobe resection point to a high prevalence of psychiatric disorders pre- and postoperatively, in terms of personality disturbances (especially aggression) and various psychotic disorders. On the basis of older studies, postoperative psychoses are believed to appear in 7-10% of surgically treated patients. New Brain Imaging and neurophysiological techniques permit a more precise focal diagnosis. Thus more selective surgical procedures have been introduced, e.g. resection of the amygdala and hippocampus. Together with an increased awareness of the importance of psycho-social factors and the absence of severe psychiatric disturbances for a good postoperative outcome this means that results of older studies may no longer apply. Studies reflecting present day conditions are needed.